[The influence of meproscillarin on human left ventricular function (author's transl)].
Left ventricular (LV) function was assessed by echocardiography in 11 cardiac patients before and after treatment with 14-hydroxy-3beta-[(4-O-methyl-alpha-L-rhamnopyranosyl)-oxy]-14beta-bufa-4,20,22-trienolide (meproscillarin, Clift). This drug was given during 7 days in a dose of 4 X 0.25 mg/d. During a placebo period of 7 days the LV function parameters percent systolic shortening of the transverse LV diameter and mean velocity of circumferential fiber shortening did not change significantly but increased significantly (P less than 0.001) after meproscillarine. Heart rate and end-diastolic LV diameter remained unchanged throughout the study. It is concluded that peroral meproscillarin induced a true increase of LV inotropic state.